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11 HAIRMAN The C. Now, let us turn to Mr. Freedman, policy counsel for the National Association of Air Traffic
Controllers. Eugene. STATEMENT OF EUGENE R. FREEDMAN, POLICY COUNSEL, NATIONAL AIR TRAFFIC
CONTROLLERS ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON, DC REEDMAN Mr. F. Good morning, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for
the opportunity to testify today. The United States air traffic control system is the safest and most efficient
system in the world. However, we face a staffing cri-sis in the next few years and the only solution to that crisis
is to hire more controllers. Congress has already directed the Federal Aviation Administration to develop a plan
to grant waivers to the mandatory retirement age. Todays hearing asks the question, do the mandatory
retirement rules still make sense We believe that the mandatory age 56 re-quirement for our nations air traffic
controllers continues to make sense. Moreover, the granting of waivers or increasing of retire-ment age will not
properly address the staffing crisis. Extending the retirement age is fraught with considerable problems of con-
troller health, manpower distribution, and the general safety of Americas flying public. More than three
decades after Congress set the mandatory re-tirement age based upon initial studies of declining performance
among older controllers, Congress has directed the FAA to allow controllers to work beyond the 56-year-old
retirement age. How-ever, studies as recent as 1998 and 1999 warn of the same con-sequences as those initial
studies. Controller performance peaks be-cause of job experience...
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