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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The World s Progress: With Illustrative Texts From
Master-Pieces of Egyptian, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Modern European and American Literature In our ordinary
phraseology the terms art and artists have come to be regarded as implying painting and painters. It is,
therefore, worth while in the preface to such a work as the present, which is devoted mainly to the study of
Paintings of Great Artists, to remind the reader that this field is only one of many in the inexhaustible domain of
art. Nor need the suggestion of this limitation lessen one s love of paintings, any more than recognition of the
Union detracts from our loyalty to the State. Each, indeed, is kindled to further lustre in the reflection of the
aggregate dignity and importance of which it is a part. It is, therefore, not beside the question to preface a
study of painting with a realization of what art means or should mean in life. Many people think of art as a
perquisite of wealth, a hobby of leisure, as a mere trimming on the good, necessary homespun of life. Hence,
according to their temperament, they ignore it or despise it. They are occupied, they will tell you, with the real
concerns of life and have no time or taste for fal-lals. For this attitude of mind artists themselves have been
largely responsible. They, too, have divorced art from life, segregating themselves in a little garden of their
own, walled about from the world, cultivating their several patches of flowers; and flinging gibes over the wall
at the men and women who are building up the material, intellectual and sociological resources of the...
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