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Religious teachers o en bluster about Evolution. What if we were, instead, quietly to ask ourselves what
Evolution means, and what a belief in it involves? Should we not find that a measure of intellectual
contentment would be added to our Godliness, or failing that, that we should be, at any rate, freed from the
danger of that vague apprehension which seems as unlimited as its object is unknown, and quite as destructive
of faith as the change of longfamiliar conceptions? Calm and impartial enquiry would remove this danger.
Another reason why it were well for us to take up some such attitude of quiet investigation is that, of late years,
although, unfortunately, too o en only outside of the world of theology, men have been giving an increased
attention to these matters. They are gradually acquiring an inclination to trust, because they can understand,
the truth which science teaches, and tend more and more to hesitate about any form of belief which is not
ready to go with them and maintain its o ice and life in that calmer and more dispassioned atmosphere to
which they are becoming acclimatised. If the Church is to keep her hold on such as these, she must free herself
at once from her unwillingness to approach the new world of Evolution in sympathy of spirit and from her
cloistered dread of the result. There has grown up around her an almost new method of historical enquiry. A
fresh and non-theological school of criticism is bringing its light to bear on the dim traditions of her sacred
literature. Her one and only true religion...
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